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Appeal

To the President of the Italian Republic
To the Prime Minister
To the Minister for the Environment
To the President of the Senate
To the President of the Chamber of Deputies
To the  Presidents  of  the  Commissions  for  the  Environment  of  the  Senate  and 
Chamber of Deputies
To the Presidents of the Regional Councils
To the Presidents of the Autonomous Provincial Councils

Protected natural areas a hope for the future.

Protected Parks and Marine Areas were born to protect the most significant places in 
our beautiful country. From the Alps to the Mediterranean islands, from the shores to 
the most secret sea depths, they defend the value of the land and sea,  protect 
biodiversity, ensure  services  to  the  general  public,  and  can  be  an  extraordinary 
opportunity for local communities. 

The protected Parks and Marine Areas are young public administrations, which have 
been growing amidst hundreds of difficulties in order to implement the Framework 
Act.  Let  us  remember  that  only  in 1991 did Act  394 bring our  country  to  apply 
international principles in nature conservation. An important step that permitted the 
establishment  of  a  web of  national  and  regional  protected  land  and  sea  areas, 
offering Europe and the whole world an image of the extraordinary beauty of our 
landscapes, and of the richness of our local culture and traditions. 

The protected Parks and Marine Areas are artisan-like laboratories in which every 
day  constitutional  principles  promoting  the  defence  of  common  values  are 
confronted  with,  by  applying  rules  promoting  the  maintenance  of  environmental 
quality, as this has been delegated to them as their main management target. 

The  protected  Parks  and  Marine  Areas  are  organizations  that  operate  with  little 
money  and  little  personnel  but  with  a  lot  of  positive  energy.  They  are  small 
communities  where  it  is  necessary  to  work  creatively,  with  sensibleness  and 
courage. 
The commitment is very strong for directors and for the whole personnel, the latter 
including the priceless staffs of  surveillance operators,  guides and environmental 
interpreters. 

Management  Authorities  try  every  day  to  translate  the  plethora  of  norms  and 
regulations into legitimate and sensible public actions, in order  to strengthen the 
common sense of responsibility and enhance  the sincerest sense of belonging to 
the territory. 
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Act  n.  394/91  is  one  of  the  best  Italian  laws  on  the  environment:  it  would  be 
necessary  to  strengthen its  incisiveness,  aiming at  improving its  potential  as  an 
instrument for environmental protection and  support in territory quality management. 

We therefore believe it to be absolutely urgent and necessary to:

Ensure certain and stable financial resources, sufficient for the ordinary functioning 
of  all  natural  protected areas, and ensure the necessary resources to implement 
preservation initiatives, actions and measures, by enhancing self-funding. The latter 
should never be based on the exploitation of  the resources to be protected, but 
should  be  intended  only  as  a  further  opportunity  for  increasing  the  activities  of 
management Authorities.  

Ensure the necessary human resources,  in all  protected areas,  even in order to 
guarantee the efficient surveillance of protected areas. 

Establish  criteria,  parameters  and  fair,  certain  and  transparent  objectives  in 
allocating  financial resources and in evaluating their correctness of use, in each 
typology of natural protected areas. 

Potentiate the offices of the administrative department for nature protection of the 
Ministry  for  the  Environment,  even  by  establishing  an  agency  with  the  aim of 
efficiently  connecting  government  and  local  policies  for  natural  protected  areas 
management,  following  the  example  of  other  Western  countries.  By  creating  a 
national agency, within the Ministry, with the aim of supporting the management of 
natural  protected areas on each level,  and making good use of  the professional 
competences of the Authorities who have the task of managing  protected areas.

Establish a true and proper “school for parks”, where staff members of every level 
may be adequately trained, and the updating of administrators’ field  knowledge may 
be  fully  acknowledged.  This  implies  exploiting the  great  heritage of  professional 
experience  that  has  been  developed  in  all  these  years  in  the  management  of 
protected areas.  

Enforce the Acts that provide for a one and only management of  the parks (  by 
handing over the management of natural reserves within the parks, and through the 
free user  management  of  State land and sea properties within natural  protected 
areas). 

Give continuity and certainty of rights to the work of  staff members and directors of 
natural protected areas. This is a delicate point in order to achieve effectiveness  of 
conservation and implement governance policies within local scopes.

We believe that it is important for the “park people”, for the people living the every 
day of natural protected areas and for the park administrators, that the President of 
the Republic and  institutional  representatives should periodically visit the parks, the 
marine areas and the country’s natural reserves, in order to get to know the situation 
of  protected  areas  from  within,  and  through  their  presence  give  people 
encouragement and hope. 
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We think it necessary and appropriate that the III national conference of protected 
areas  be  convoked  as  soon  as  possible,  considering  it  as  an  opportunity  for 
deepening and sharing knowledge among operators, administrators and  people. 

The governance of natural protected areas is the one and only way of management 
in a modern complex society: without the participation of people, without the sharing 
of conservation targets by administrators, parks will only increase conflicts. 

The highest mission for politics is to provide the people, the country and nature with 
adequate answers. 

We believe that protected Parks and Marine Areas can and must be an  important 
bipartisan instrument for modernizing Italy, consistently with what is happening in 
other great Western countries. 

The Union for Parks and Nature in Italy 

promotes this public appeal so that protected Parks and Marine Areas may become 
one of the cutting edges of a better Italy which so many Italians dream of. 

Subscribed by:
Maurilio Cipparone,  mouth-speaker of the Union for Parks and Nature in Italy 
Nino Martino,   president  of  Aidap, the association of  directors and executives of 
protected areas
Andrea Gennai, vice-president of Aidap
Elio Tompetrini, president of 394, the national protected areas personnel association
Stefano Spinetti, president of Aigae, the environment and hiking guides association
Alberto Dominici, president of Aigap, the park rangers association
Rita De Stefano, president of the non-profit Pangea Institute

Subscriptions on www.unioneparchi.it 
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